The prophylactic effect of diphenylhidantoin in the kindling effect on reptiles (Gallotia galloti).
1. Lizards Gallotia galloti received daily 3 mg/kg body wt of diphenylhidantoin (DPH) over a period of 15 days and at the same time the animals were kindled. 2. The progression of the kindling effect was evaluated by counting the number of spontaneous epileptiform potentials, the duration of afterdischarges and the duration of electroencephalographic spontaneous seizures. 3. The diphenylhidantoin treated group, relative to controls presented: (a) significant reduction in the duration of afterdischarges and spontaneous electroencephalographic seizures; and (b) increased frequency of the spontaneous epileptiform potentials.